» ' 
Beat 4449745 
b 4 a £ [By Vo Py 5 6 


\ 


— 
®. 
+» 
; 


: p | wu 

- bs = " » . } bl 

| % ? + op 

F _ F, 4 os 

Y &... a 3 pr IG ».. ii + % w# 4A A 
: 


F. 


7 | | p09. Nx &. to 95 22 abr nO- 
| . Ee Tr A p TS OEF on » t qa ; 


TB THAN 40-6 Þ brig 


y 


= , » 4 : No + 
| : L . , 4 = ty 1 
{ ; : Þ —_ ___ 
4 | CK 23 AF F fs oh 
| %\}P 4 484 _- 
__ 4 yd m_ Fd od \.._.£ X - 
p. * | ts 
. 4 lf »% = 
* = 4 J 4 -S : 
£ ' { p 1 . wh Shs ”F f.. + | % 7 07%. 
- > » P ; S-- LI we 4K ; 
: / 
: : 
F 
f . 


"<1 oo ae 4+ 


—_-_ 


TO OE Ee SAY at 


ADE, FTEW TS 


\ Pal: XIV. "Veer: rt. 


we Fool _— you in: bi Hear, There 
BM no'G INT COLLIN = 


OY wy 
SHETETE "16351 e 13\ ! 


| HAT Fr ER / | WA TY 
21 Wile, Powerful,Jub;and GannBong, 
| +; thatab Erftimadeahis Warld, does full 
adminiſter and govern:it, and: pal 
finally judge the rational part of it : 

Thaeebers is no Firt Cauſe of all chings-which. is of 
it falf, but that cither: sheretbag heen: an) infidice 
Succeſſion of Natural Cauſes, or they1hive yfiratiur 

ced:one another 10 a Girgle:g! they ivtb lays! accondi 
_ ing to the former, There :have been Snfidee Mann 
the World before there was (ever.a:one ;'and ac- 
cording to the latter, That Dewid was: -not.only the 
Father of Solowon,: but the Soni of i Sulomor: ablo:; 
ft p; Dn and remately. wr” and few 
of himſc 
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Or, that this World was produced by a fortui- 
tous concourfe of Atoms; "That this Vaſt and Noble, 
Beautiful and-Regular-SeruQturey-wherein-all-thi 
are made according to Weight and Meaſure, all a 
orderly and conſtantly fot 7lpine ehd; + wherein ap- 
pears the wiſeſt Contrivance, both in the Fabrick of 
the ſeveral Parts. and of the whole, and the diſpoſal 
of\ all for - the attainment of - their'feveral-Ends, is:the 
Work of blind Chance , which tan. neither ſee, 
nor Deſign, nor diſpoſe. q 

Or, if there were an Intelligent Being that firſt 

createdit, that he abandon'd-itas ſoon as he made it:; 
and-having :once'ſhut [it out of: iis Hands, took 
no! farther cars, tbur-feftthe: Adminiſtration df it to 
Fortune ior. Fate; D ts Tofiimimnh * 
- Or, if he does concern himſelf in the Government 
of it, will never reQtifie thoſe Abuſes which he ſees 
and:permitsiin-it ;:Thathe has-no Rewards in ſtore 
ro:beftow: hereafter: -o8- thoſe i who love and -obey 
tim; whom <he-iyet': ſuffers: to be' evilly increated, 
and miferable: here; andmany times fo for his Sake 
and Service ;. nor-will ever call to account, or pu- 
nifh choſe whodaily affront and provoke him,who yet 
meet with-noother:Returns for their Villainies here 
than Security; Proſperity; and the good Things. of 
this Life. 

Theſe are things ſo irrational and extravagant 
that'one would. think it hardly poſſible to find a 
thav are -Fools enough to! believe or ſay 'them, and 
would-notiexpetb ro'ineet withany Diſcourſes againſt 
ſuch;: forthe ſame Reafoivthat there have: been no 
Laws made againſt ſome. Crimes, which nn, 

| 0 
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of ſo- heinous a Nature that none cou'd be ſuppoſed: 
zable of committing them. - i 
+. Bur the Scripture fuppoles there are; and may be 
ſuch/Fools, and our own-unhappy: Times afford too 
many Inſtances 'ofithem, who-ridicule a God, and 
Providence, and: Judgment to come ; either deny 
his Exiſten.e, or allow him to be no better than the 
_ Gods of the Heathens, that have Eyes and ſee not, Fars 
and hear not ; One, to whom Elhah's Sarcaſm con- 
corning Baa! may be applicable z that he is Zalking; 
purſuinggin a Fourney ; or, peradventurehe fleeps, when. 
he ſhould obſerve the Actions of Men, or attend to. 
the Sefvices of his Votaries ; who, having vilified - 
their Maker, no wonder, debaſe his Workmanſhip, 
believe themſelves to be made up only of: Matter, 
that as they live they ſhall die like Beaſts ; their Bo-- 
dies ſhall moulder into Duſt, their: Souls be diſſolved 
into ſoft Air, and there's an end of them: Who have 
not only defaced in themſelves allNotions of Spiritual : 
Beings, but make it their buſineſs to blot our all ſuch - 
Impreſſions in others , and as they have debauch'd; 
and corrupted their own Reaſon and Faith, to aſſert 
and believe thoſe wild Opinions which their Lufts and 
Appetites ſuggeſt, and to acknowledge nothing in: 
being beſides Matter and:Motion, - ſo labour to make 
a Party, and gain Profelytes to their abſurd- Opi- 
nions and Praftices-: 7hey concerve Hickednefs, and, 
when they come abroad, they tell it ; -1treſts nor in their 
hearts, but with their tongues: they ſpir about their 
Poifon ; and, with their infected breath; endeavour 
to ſpread the deadly Contagion where-ever they. goc 
Who, to gain reputation and followers,. pretend to. 
{. | be. 


6 A Sermon Preackid 
* be the only free and impartial Reaſoners, the great 
Abettors of the Liberty of Humane Noone ahes 


' have no other end to ſerve, | but- the diſcovering the 


Weakneſs, and breaking off of thole Chains whene- 
: with deſigning and intereſted Men had inſlav'd it. 
Now it Fools will be ſetting up for the only Ma- 
-ſters of Thought 5 If the ' abſurd Notions ſhall 
' be vented for Oracles of Reaſon ; If, not content to 
have fool'd themſelves in a Matter of the greateſt 
* Concern, they are induſtrious to delude others ; and, 
like the great .56adaon, reſtleſly endeavouring day 
and night to bring others into the ſame Condemna- 
rion with themſelves : It ts certainly an AQ of the 
greateſt Charuy to them, as well as others, to make 
their Folly manifeſt to the World, to ſhew thatthey 
are the moſt unthinking Creatures .that live 10 it 
and that, whatever ſpecious Chara&ers they afpire 
to, or would be known by, there's none {o juſtly be- 
longs to them as that which the Spirit of God has 
given them'in the Text : And the attempting: this is 
'my preſent Province. | 
I Gall not goabout to ſhew the Folly of disbelie- 
ving a God and Providence, by proving, That they 
are, or by anſwering the QbjeQions to the contrary ; 
not that the former are: not fairly demonſtrable, or 
the latter too formidable to be encountred ;* but, 1 
. think, too frequent Undertakings to confute theſe, 
are t00 great an honouring of them, and make th 
look more confiderable than they ireally are, 2s too 
frequent Attempts to prove thole may poſſibly be not 
of the beft:Conſequence to Religion : And beſides, 
the Doctrines 'that afſert them have been ſo firmly 
| eſtabliſh'd, 
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beſore- this QU EEN. 2: 
hſh'd;. and the contrary Whimfies fo  ſhame-- 
'baſfled, both by Ancient and Modern Chrifti- 
,nd;;.particularly, in ſome Diſcourſes pubhſh'd 
out own Language, That whoſoever can'now» 
in for want of-Evidence and/ Conviction, and 
-call for more, will ſtill doſo after the utnioſt that can 
be given him, and plainly declares he will not be. 
farisfied. | 415-21 ; 
Andif. Men ate fo refolv'd, reſolv'dto be ſceptical. 
as long.as they can ftart-any little: Cavil and: ridicu-: 
lous Scruple, and . to ſubmit to no Conviftion, bur 
fuch as the things to be prov'd are not capable of: - 
If they will got believe a God unleſs we can. demon- 
ſtrate him:3 prior! Nor acknowledge an 'Eternal,. 
Independent, and Self-exifting Being, unleſs we can 
prove him from his Cauſes :-If they will not believe- 
Matter of FaQ, which happen'd long before their 
Time, without Evidence: of Senſe; If - they will not 
| believe $pirics and/ immaterial Subſtances,untefs' they 
3 canfceiand teal them : :the Man that ſhould attempt | 
| to prove them tipon thele Terms, - would-deſerve the - 
| CharaGtet of him that denies them. That therefore - 
Z which 1 intend, 15'to ſhew, bi 
5 -+Thic:akbough all the Arguments that are: urg'd 
$ fortheiprovfofas God; a:Providence; and a futurs 
| Judgment; ſhould-n6t be: allbw'd :tv come up'to''a - 
| Demonſtration : Tho'the Atheift has his Arguments 
| Bghinſt them, and the CT — which : _ 
| cheprhink'are not-GaticfaQtorily anfwered : Though - 
| chcpareana convintld of them; yorivisa'verppreat 
| Folly.horgs belicreahein-and30* fig; knd porkiads = 
_ | ethers That chece:rurenolachDhings:i- c:1tlv), * 
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8 A Sermon Preach'd \ 
. *] ſpeak of a praftical Belief, ſuch'as influences and 
governs the Life and AQtions for I do not think 


that a bare notional Belief. of theſe Things would: 
mend the Matter 4 . or,, [That the: Man [that ſhould: 


affent to them in Speculation, but deny them in pra- 


Qice, would be at all a wiſer Man than he that with 


| heart and mouth denies them : Nor he that is really 
-convinc'd that there are no ſuch: Things Gif Nature 


affords ſuch a Monſter) is not more ſo,:than he that 


profeſfſes'to believe them , bur contradiats his Pro- 


tefſfion by his Life. | 
For the Obje& of this practical Belief, I have added | 
a future Judgment to the Exiſtence of a God and his | 
Providence ; not only becauſe theſe do inferr thar, | 
but becaule this Judgment 15 the only-:thing the | 
Atheiſt would ger rid of, and the other are deny'd 5 
meerly tor the ſake of this, becauſe if they were ad- } 
mitted, this would follow ; otherwiſe, I doubt not !? 
but he could be very well contented to allow of a | 
God- that made the' World, -if he concern'd himſelf : 
no further with-it ; . and would, without difficulty, # 
giveup his eternal Matter ,-his Fate, or Chance, or 
any of his lewd Schemes; nay, ' he could permit him | 
to-adminiſter the World too, if .he did not take no- | 
ece of Humane -Actions;'in ordey to: bring- them to! 
an-after-Account: 'He has no Quarrel -with a: Provt- 3 
dence for.its governing the World, as is plain from! 
his Argument againit a Providence; which is, That! 
bad Men, fuch W'retches'as himſelf,-are ſuffered -ro} 
proiper,.and-be. very happy; but this-is a; wrong-he} 


_ cbuld eaſily; forgivechim; and could williaglyſubinit} 


to, and acknowledge 'Gad's Gevernmenit here, _ 
63:7? 4 140! 


kg : 


before the Quzzn. 09 


had nothing more to ſay to him hereafter: But thathe 
ſhould ſee and keep a Regiſter of his Aftions , that 
he ſhould be privy to his moſt Secret, Cloſer, Cur- 
tain, Boſom-fins, that theſe ſhould all be written in 
his Book; and, that for this end, That he may bring 
them all into Judgment : This is what he cannot 
bear the Thoughts of ; and therefore being reſolv'd 
not to admit of this Dorine, to him ſo ungrateful 
and terrible, he is obliged to deny the others. from 
whence this would neceffarily follow. So far is Fear 
from being the firſt that introduced a God into the 


1 | World, that Fear rather firſt made Atheiſts, I mean 
: | Fearota Judgment to come, and the Eternal Re- 
. | tributions to be diſpenc'd in another Life':: To which 
- | Judgment, and Eternal:Rewards and / Puniſhments, 
37 HI ſhall havea ſpecial reſpe& in the proof of the Pro- 
_Z poſition I have undertaken ; which is, | 

" That whether a Man be convinc'd, - or:not, of the 
3 | Being ofa God, of a Providence, and Future 'Judg- 
74 ment; yet not to believe them with the-heart, ſo'as 
| topradtiſe andlive according to ſuchaBelief, and to 


TD ſay with the mouth, That there are no ſuch Things, 
n _ infuſe ſuch Notions into others, is a very great 
.8 Folly. \ T.+10:3% | yl] 
| - The SubjeCt in this Propoſition, is a Man not con- 
3.4 vinc'd of the Being ofa -God, a Providence, and 
Future Judgment; and a Man may be ſaid not to be 
convinc'd of theſe Things,who is in doubt concerning 
them, whether they be or not: He ſees-Reaſons and 
Difficulties on both ſides, that he- cannot fully aſſent 
'to either ;. or, he may be ſaid not to be: convine'd of 

. the Truthof one part of the ContradiQion, I M 
B ully 


COL 
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ro A Sermon Preached 
fully tisfied and petſuaded of the other z the for- 
rner: Sence is mare agreeable to the common way 


of (peaking, bur-rhe-other 1s. juſtibiable by:'a very: 


albalHgmesd ic bluot 599; 25d enter! 
- Thay which is affirm'd if the Propofition of this 
Man, conſiſts of Two. Parts.. | | 


x. 'Tis a great. Folly for him not to believe pra- 


ically the things theretm fpecified. 


:: 2: Agreat Fallyto. ſay there are ns ſuch things, 
and to.endeavour to: perſuade others ſo. | 
3. In arguing the former of theſe, I will conſider 
the man as not convinc'd in the firft Sence I propo- 
ſed; as. being: in i{uſpence. whether there are. ſuch 


things or not; rhe [Arguments and: Objeftions ap- 


pearing | to.:;him as Rtrong on) one {ideas the other, 
andprove = tobe a _—_ RED fo —_— 
them himſelf, as to practiſe. accordingly as ſuch a 
Belief will dire and: oblige. | 
2. In ſpeakingto:the fecond,: I will conſider him 
as:not convihc'd: of theſe: things in the other Sence, 
4 e. as being fully,” and withour doubt affured of the 
contrary, and: prove, that for ſuch a one to infuſe 
his Notions into others, and.endeavour to. make Pro- 
ſelytes is a very great Folly. 
:2;: 1 will' confidey him -as:ih fufpende, and doub- 
ting whether theſe chings /are or not 4! and this 'muſt 


be the Caſe of any Atheilt that can think, and does. 


do it : For alchough he will not allow that wecan 


demonſtrate theſe things; he cannot deny that we: 


have very probable-Arguments for' them; and- that 
is at leaſdas much as he:can/produce to the-camera-: 
ry : For will hefſay, that the Arguments __ 

| | | the 
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the Frame and Origin of the World , from the Stru- 
&ure of Man's Body, and the Faculties of his Soul; 


_ from the Beauty, Order, and Harmony of their 


ſeveral Parts, and their conſtant ating for ſome end 
and attainment of them z That theſe do not make ir 
very probable that there- was ſome Thinking and 
Wiſe Being, that made, deſign'd, and diſpos'd them 
for their reſpe&tive Ends ? Will he ſay, That his 
contradictory Notion of the Eternity of the VVarld, 
his ſenceleſs Hypotheſes of Neceſfity or. Chance, are 


| a more likely account! of them ?: VVilt he ſay, That 


the Arguments taken from the Miracles that have 


- appeard in. the World, the Works far exceeding 


the Bounds and: Power of / Nature, from the Pro- 


phecies which have diſtinaly foretold: the! moſt-con- 


tingent -and/ arbitrary /things;/ with their pattioular 
Circumſtances at the yon diſtance, and have been 
punRually fulfilled, from the: Teftimony, 1 believe 
I may ſay, of each- particular ' Man's- Conſcience, 
from the Terrors whictt even Atheiſts have' fele and 
own'd at the approach of Death or imminent Dan- 
ger, from all Religions in'the World , which how- 
ever filly and idolatrous, are an undeniable Argu- 
ment of the Faith of the Profeſſors of thoſe Reli- 
gions in theſe things > In ſhort, from the univerſal 


Conſent of Mankind, will he ſay, That- theſe Ar- 


guments are not of weight enough to put in the 
Balance againſt the trifling Cavils of ſome few Scep- 
ticks in an Age, and able at leaft to keep the Scales 
even ? Be'it ſothen, that there are Arguments on 
both fides- ſo equally poiz'd; that the Man knows 


not” which will turn the Beam, "the Aﬀirmative-and 


B 2 Negative 
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Negative equally likely, there may be one- that ſees 
his Actions, and will eternally reward or puniſh him 
for them, juſt as- probably as there may not 3 and 
yet he is manifeſily a Fool if he does not believe 
there is, whether-we conſider his future State, which 
may be, or his preſent Condition in this World, 
which 1s certain. 


. L Confider firſt the Future State which may be ; 
and this is Two-fold ; either 
1. A State of Happineſs: or, 
2. A State of Miſery. 


E Let us begin with the Future Happy State, and | 


the Rewards thereof. Now if it ſhould prove, that 
there are ſuch a State and Rewards , yet if a Man 
does not believe that there are, and practife ac- 
cordingly, he cannot poſſibly havethem ; and there- 
fore he muſt reſolveeither to believe and praCtiſe for 
them, or to quit all Pretences to and Hopes of them. 

To make a true Judgment - then, whether it be 
or be not a Folly not to believe and praQtiſe ſo, we 


muſt enquire what thoſe Rewards are, and what da- 


mage or. hazard ſuch a Belief and Practice may ex- 
poſe a'Manto : For if there be ſomething certain 
to be. parted. with, or adventured for ſomething un- 
certain, and the thing tobe parted from be very va- 
luable, and that for which it ts to be quitted, be not 
ſo, ornot, much more ſo ; in ſuch a Caſe *tis a mad- 
neſs to venture.:. But on the contrary, where there 
is a vaſt. Advantage. on the other ſide, where the un- 


certain Gain is great,.. and the.thing certain to.be | 
Bene, i hazard- 
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before the Que N. 13: 
hazarded comparatively inconſiderable, there not to. 
venture is Folly. according to the common Sence of 
Mankind. All Trade and Commerce in the World 

Fare a Proof of this: if it were.not ſo, the Husband- 

I man would never commit his Seed to the Ground,,, 
{the Merchant his Ship and Cargo to the. Seas;. the 
*Tradeſman truſt out his Goods, or the Gameſter 
2 venture his Money, for they all venture ſomething; 
? certain for uneertain Gain. 

2 Tt may beſaid indeed, thatin ſome of theſe Caſes: 
}the things themſelves are certain, though they are. 
Jnot ſo of obtaining them z whereas, according to. 
{my Suppoſition, the Rewards themſelves of another. 
2 Lifeare uncertain : And this is very true. But what's. 
the difference as to me. and my. venturing for it, þ& 
;tween my being certain to obtain a thing, if ſuch a 
{thing there be, but uncertain whether it be or not ; . 
and being certain that ſuch a thing is, but equally un- 

2 certain whether I ſhall obtainit or.not? The Hazard1. 
;run in both Caſes isjuſt alike. And.I dare ſay the nn-. 
:certainty of the Weather and Winds, the Caſualities - 
Zof the Sea, the want of Ability in ſome Men, and - 
zof Honeſty in others, and the difficulty many times 
{of diſcovering either till too late,are better and ſtron-. 
:ger Arguments to ' prove the uncertainty of the. 
;Husbandman,. Merchant, - or Tradeſman's obtaining. 
#their reſpectively propoſed Gains, than all the Ar- 
7guments the Atheiſt has or ever will produce, are to. 
;prove.the uncertainty of the .being of Future Re- 
2 wards : ;And yet, notwithſtanding theſe Uncertain- 
zties, Men think they aQ very rationally in- purſuing. .., 
Zthe. aforeſaid Employments and Trades. If glen + 
$ t 
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the Rewards of another Life be of much preater 
« value and conſideration than all we-are to forego or 


ſuffer for the hopes of them, it will be Folly in the 


general Opinion of the World not to venture for 


them. | 
And that they are fo,if they are at all, wil! appear 


from hence, That they are provided by an infinitely 
' Wiſe, Powerful, and Good God ; and by him pro- 
poſed as the Sanctions of his Laws, in the doing, or 
' forbearing of the Things commanded, or prohibited ; 
148 which Laws all that is to be born or loft, in order : 
to the obtaining them, does conliſt; I ſay they are | 
- what a Wiſe Being has propoſed as a means to ſe- | 
- cure Obedience to his Laws, from whence*rwill evi- | 
 dently follow, that they muſt be more worth than all | 


which that Obedience will coſt us ; for otherwiſe 


they are not a proper means for the obtaining that 
end, nor canhe be a Wiſe Being that propoſes them 
as ſuch: Nay, they muſt be not only of greater | 
value than all the Things to be expoſed or foregone } 
for their ſakes ; but of ſo much greater-value, as to | 


be able to balance the Advantage which the 


Method to engage the Service and Obedience 
of ſuch Creatures : Thus much we may gather from 


thegeneral Notion of ſuch a Reward, and the pro- } 
portion it ought to bear to the Service, the hazards ! 


and loſſes thereof towhich it is annex'd. ' 


 preſentneſs of the other gives them over the futu- # 
rity of theſe, yea, and to turn the Scales in the ! 
impartial Judgment of a rational Creature , if | 
they are propoſed' by' a Wiſe Law-giver, as a: 


| 
{ 
\ 
71 
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before the QUEEN. 15 
But we are not left to conclude the Excellency of ' 
theſe Rewards only from ſuch general Conſidera- 


tions ; for they are propoſed to us as ineffably great 
and glorious, beyond our Conceptions as well as 


$ Words; they are repreſented under the moſt atfect- 


ing Metaphors of Crowns , Scepters , Kingdoms, 
Thrones, Rivers of Pleaſures, and theſe not tempo- 
rary, fading ones, but immarceſhible and eternal En- 


# joyments ; not checquer'd with diſappointments and - 


difſatisfaQtions, but pure and refined from all diſquie- 


5 ting Alloy. - The future Happy State 1s ſet forth as - 
7 full of the moſt exalted SatisfaQtions and Bliſs which - 
3 an immaterial Soul and glorified Body, purg'd from 

© its droſs and ſpiritualiz'd, can be capable of , where 


there will be an immunity from all manner of Sor- 

row, Al Tears ſball be wip'd away, and the perfe&- 
fruition of all that's good and lovely ; of Joys, whigh - 
nothing can take away, nor any Accident diſturb ; 


$ of Pleaſures, our deſires whereof ſhall cncreaſe by 
# the Enjoyment, and neither have end or periad : In - 
7 ſhort, ancternal freedom ' from all Evil and Weak- 
I neſs, and an endleſs Enjoyment of. all Good and 


« | PerfeCtion. 
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* . And now what preſent thing. can there be. imagi- 

5 ocd which any Man in his Wits will not venture, . 
4 upon the probability of obtaining ſuch a glorious 
{State ? Suppoſe even Life-it ſelf, and all the Com- - 


forts of it, were that which my belief and purſuit 


I after this future State ſhould engage me to lgle; alas, 
2 Whatare they? -Bur: ſhort periſhing things,, which” 
7: muſt, whether I will. or not, very ſoon, I know 
* nat how ſoon, part from. ; and will not the probable... 


Proſpect : 
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proſpe& of that which is infinite and eternal, com- 


penſate for the hazard of that which is but finite and 
temporal? "A 

And yet, indeed, there is no ſuch hazard that the 
Belief of a' God, and Future State-, do ordinarily 
oblige a Man to , neither Life,nor any of the true Sa- 


tisfactions thereof, unleſs-in ſome rare and extraordi- 


nary Cafes, are thereby loſt or endangered ; ſo far 
from it, that they are rather the things which ſhorten 


'Life, and diſturb the real Pleaſures of it, which . this 


Faith laysa reſtraint upon : None but ſuch ſhame- 
ful, and only ſeeming SatisfaQtions, are prohibited 


by it, which, bating the .afrer-Conſequences, a | 


Man's much happier without than with. 
| But were there ſome true*and real SatisfaCtions 
obſtrued by this Belief ; yet a Man's very Belief 
and ExpeQation of theſe Future Rewards,muſt needs 
fill his Heart with far greater Joy than any they rob 
him of, although they gave him-but a probability of 
enjoying them. | | | 
For who is there that does not.preferr the Satis- 
fattion, that ariſes from the hopes of enjoying alarge 
and noble Eſtate, after the Death of a rich Relation; 
before the gratifying of a preſent Inclination? Who 
that does not willingly deny himſelf in ſome things, 
and break hisown Humour, in compliance with the 


 moroſe Temper of the other, and, at the ſame time, 


enjoy greater pleaſure in his Mind from the proſpe&t 
of what he expects,than he loſes by that he has deny'd? 
And yet his ExpeQaation can be no more than proba- 
ble: His Relation may outlive him,or may change his 
mind ; may take offence at him, how careful Sever 


be? 


A w. 9 
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He may be of giving none ; or may meet with ſome 
other, whom he may take a greater fancy to, and 
think he has more reaſon to make his Heir : Theſe, 
and many more Accidents, may interpoſe between 
the Expetant and. the Eſtate : So that though a 
thing be but probable,we ſee the expeRation of it can 
outweigh the preſent uneaſineſs, the uncertain hope 
abundantly ſatisfies for the certain loſs; and this, 
where there is no great diſproportion betwixt the 
Satisfaction deny'd, and that hoped for; this as well 
as that being but finite ; how much more muſt it 
do ſo, where the diſproportion is no leſs than be- 
tween finite and infinite, imperfect and perfe&? 
Eſpecially if a Man has embraced a true and firm 
Faith of theſe Things, and evidenced it to himſelf and 
the World by a ſuitable praQtice; what Tranſports, 
what Exſtaſies of Joy muſt he feel ? His Faith, that 
is ſuch, does as infallibly aſſure him of the Being, 
the Truth, and Reality of theſe Rewards, as if they 
were proved to him by Evidence of Senſe and De- 
monſtration ; and from a reflex view of his Life, 


and comparing it with, and diſcovering its Confor- 


mity to the Terms upon which theſe Rewards are 
propoſed, he finds his own Title to them more firm 
and better aſſured than anyConveyancer in the World 
could have made it ; and then his expectation muſt 
beleſs only than the fruition,by that he agtidates thoſe 
future Pleaſures and Glories, and enjoys one Hea- 
ven here though he ſhould meer with never 
another hereafter. What a madneſs is it theo, if 
it be but as likely, that there ſhall be ſuch Rewards as 


that there ſhall not, not to endeavour by belief and 
practice 
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Practice to ſecure an Intereſt in them ; when, if 
any ſuch there ſhall be, they will ſo very well de- | 
lerve all we can do or ſuffer for them, and when this | 
belief and practice are at preſent accompanied with 
no real damage, but rather attended with ſo much 
ſatisfaction and pleaſure ? | 


2. Conſider we now the other Future State that 
may be, the Puniſhments of another Life ; and we 
cannot doubt but if there be a Judgment reſerv'd | 
for bad Men in another World, it will prove a |} 
Judgment worthy of God z and indeed the Miſeries 
thereof are repreſented to us to be as great and 
durable as the: Joys prepared for good Men: Now 
whether a Man will believe them or not, he muſt 
within a ſhort time be remov'd from this preſent 
State and Life z and if there be another, and he has 
not by belief and practice ſeriouſly endeavoured to 
ſecure the Rewards of it, the Everlaiting Puniſh- 
ments and Miſeries thereof muſt be his Portion 
and, in the mean while, what preſent Fears and 
Torments muſt he be perplex'd withal ? For know- 
ing that Hell muſt be his Lot, if there be one, and 
not being fatisfied that there is none, he muſt 
as often as he gives himſelf leave to think of theſe 
Things, be liable to the moſt ſevere and dif- 
quieting Refleftions imaginable : He is ſure of 
nothing in relation to theſe Everlaſting Torments, 
but that ſuch there may be;; and if they be, he 
muſt. be for ever miſerable in them. Atheiſm 
indeed he chuſes, and flees to, as an Aſylum to 
ſhelter him from theſe* melancholick Refle&ions : 

But 
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But the Miſery of it is, his disbelieving a God 
will not make him ceaſe to be, if there be one ; 
his damping and extinguiſhing the Thoughts of 
a Hell, will not quench its Flames, if a Hell there 
be ; if ſuch things there are, they will be whe- 
ther he believe them or not, and this he cannot 
but know; and therefore how effecually ſoever 
the Opiats of Wine and Company may operate 
upon his mind, *tis not poſſible for him to ſecure 
Z himſelf from the moſt terrifying and amazing 
8 Fears in his ſober Intervals and private Retire- 
| ments. 

But above all, when a mortal Diftemper ſeizes 
him ; whenhe is going to #ake his great {cap in the 
dark, when Death arreſts him to appear, for 
ought he knows, - before the dreadful Tribunal of 
that Almighty Judge, whoſe Being he has deny'd: 
When ina few hours, it may be minutes, he muſt 

{ be: taken hence; and may, for any aſſurance he 
| can-give himſelf to the contrary, be convey'd thi- 
ther, where he ſhall be experimentally convinced 
of the reality and Severity of thoſe Everlaſting 
| Puniſhments which he has ridicul'd, What Ago- 
nies muſt he then undergo? O, the Horrors of 
mind which the Atheiſts feel ar the approach. of 
Death! Would they but ſpeak out, as ſome of 
hem have done, they would own that one hour 
of that Torment they then endure,is too great a price 
d pay for a whole Life of ſenſual and finful Plea- 
ures. This then is the wiſe choice and reſolu- 
ion, of an Atheiſt, in relation to the Everlaſting 
orments of Hell: He is not aſſured but ſuch a 
| G0 State 
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State there may be; yet he choſes to disbelieve it, 
and, to run the hazard do I ſay, nay to aſcertain to 
himſelf an Everlaſting Habitation in thoſe unquen- 
chable Burnings, if any ſuch there ſhall prove to be; 
and whether there be or not, in the mean time to 
make ſure of an earneſt of it here, to make a ſort of 
an Hell within himſelf, and his own Conſcience his 
 Tormentor : fo wiſely does the Atheiſt a in rela- 
tion to the future State that may be : But *cis poſſible | 
there may be: no grounds for theſe fears and laſhes 
of Conſcience; and the after-reckonings, which 
are the occaſion of them, may prove meer ſhams : 
Be that admitted, and let us ſee how prudently he 
as in relation to his preſent Condition in his 
World by disbelieving them. | : 
[ ſuppoſe I need: not prove that the Faith and } 
Belief of theſe Doatrines of a God and Future State, 
do engage a Man to the praCtice of all Moral Ver- | 
tues, with reſpe& to himſelf or others, and to the | 
performance of all thoſe Duties which belong to # 
the ſeveral Relations he ſtands in; or that the ne. | 
glet of theſe, and the: doing the contrary, arej 
owing to the disbelief and want of due confiderati- 
on of them. Let us try then who is the wiſeſt 
Man as to the Purpoſes of this World. he who 
lives in the praQtice of ſuch Vertues and Duties, or 
he that gives himſelf up to the contrary ; Who is 
in the Happier Condition here, the Man that holds 
a hand over his ſenfual Appetites and Luſts, or he} 
that looſes the Reins, and lets them have their Head ; 
he that keeps the maſtery over his Pations, or h 
that makes himſelf a Slave to them; he that main- 
tains 
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tains the juſt Authority of the Man over the Beaſt, 


or he that ſuffers the Brute to ride the Man ? | 
The ſober man; that by a ſtrict practice of Tem- 


. perance and' Continence, if not encreaſes, at leaſt: 


reſerves his Eſtate from decay, maintains his body 
19 health and vigour, keeps his mind ſerene and 
clear,and prolongs his Life.and with it a juſt ſenſe and 
reliſh of' the true Pleaſures of Life ; or he, that 
by. Ryoting and: Drunkenneſs, by Chambering and 
Waantonneſs, conſumes his Eſtate, enervates his 
Body, clouds and weakens his Underſtanding, offers 
all theſe a Sacrifice, and falls himſelf an-untimely- 
Martyr to his Bottle or Strumpet ? 
The meek man that can bend before: a Storm, . 
and ſuffer it to blow over him ;- or he that by ſtan- 
ding up againſt, and ſtifly reſiſting it, encreaſes its 
Force and violence, and expoſes himſelf to irs fury ,. 
he that is not diſordered and ruffled by every affront 
and little injury, but is ſotruly great as to overlook 


. one, and to forgive the other , that ſuffers not foul 


and reproachful-Language to diſcompoſle his mind, or- 
provoke an acknowledgment that he is gall'd by re- . 
venging it on him that gave it ; but by the undifturb- 
ed calmneſs of his breaſt, which ſhews ir ſelf in his 
Words and AQtions,convinces him that he has throwa : 
away his Dirt upon one on whom it will not ſtick, 
and confutes the Calumny by deſpiſing it:;; or he- 
that lets every trivial,it may be only ſuppoſed wrong, 
diſquiet him and raiſe his Paſſion, every breath of a 
foul mouth blow up a 'Storm within him, hurry him 
on to indecent; and many times dangerous expreſſions: 
of his reſentment, who for having been call'd a Fool 
will expoſe his Life in revenge: of the affront; and- 
| | by. 
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by hazarding what is moſt valuable upon ſo trifling an 
occaſion, - juſtifies his Adverlary's Words, and proves 
himſelf really to be what he was calld? 

Who does beſt conſult his Eaſe and Satisfaction ; 
he that is content with his Condition and State of 
Life, which he endeavours to make comfortable 
by a moderate uſe of the good things he enjoys, or 
he that is queruloufly complaining and repining at 
his preſent Lot, anxiouſly ſolicitous for the future, 
that ſpends all his Time and Strength 1n ſcraping 


Together and heaping up of Wealth, which when 


he has laid up-in never ſo great abundance, he can- 
not find in his Heart to be ever the better for, but 
will ſtarve in the midſt of Plenty, - and though fur- 
rounded with Bags and Coffers, endure all the un- 
calineſs and miſeries of Poverty, and hve poor only 
that he may dic rich ? 

Who beſt conſults his Profit and Advantage, he 
that uſes a conſcientious Induſtry in an honeft Pro- 
ftefſion or Calling, that lives within Bounds, is ver- 
tuouſly frugal, and prudently manages what he 
has to the beft advantage, or he that ſpends his 
time in Sloth and Idleneſs, in- Luxury and Extrava- 
gance, in Rioting and Gaming ? 

Who beſt conſults-his Reputation, and Honour, he 
that lives in the exerciſe of Juſtice and Probity, Tem--. 
perance and Sobriety,Beneficence and Charity, Cour- 
tefie and Afﬀability,and that does all the Good he can, 
according to his Circumſtances and Condition of Lite, 
Vertues that make a Man ſhine, and give him a 


Luftre in the Eyes and Opinions even. of thoſe: who 


do not praiſe them, or he that gives himſelf to 
Opprefſion and Cheating, to Luſt and Debauchery, - 


to 


, 
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to Sordidneſs and Incompaſſion, to Moroſeneſs and 
ill Nacure, Vices, which they that are guilty of them, 
' are glad to diſguife and varniſh over, and aſhamed 
coown in their genuine Complexion ? | 

Theſe are things that will not bear a diſpute, but 
a Verdict muſt be given for the former, at the ve- 
ry firſt Appearance at the Bar of Impartial Rea- 
ſon. Since then thoſe vertuous Prattices, which 
the Belief of a Godand future State, will engage a 
Man in, are ſo very advantageous in this Life, that 
he that throws off that Belief, does at the ſame time 
part with not only all hopes of Happineſs hereaf- 
ter, but alfo with the great and only certain In- 
ſtrument and Procurer of Happineſs in preſent, we 
may conclude, that he that believes, that /» this 
Life only he has hope, is even as to this Life of all 
Men the moft miſerable : and therefore he that 
chuſes ſo ro believe, when there are not wanting 
as ſtrong Arguments on the other ſide to perſuade 
him to believe otherwiſe and be happy, has cer- 
tainly the jufteſt Title to the CharaQer in the Text ; 
unleſs perhaps he may lay a better Claim to ir, 
that fays, not only in his Heart, but with his 
Mouth, That here is zo God, and labours to perſuade 
others ſo : For, 

' 2. He that does thatis a very great Fool, al- 
though he were fully ſatisfied himſelf, and without 
all doubt convinced that there is none. 

" A Man fo convinc'd has nothing to reſtrain his 
Appetites, and check his Tnclinations, .or hinder him 
het he has Power and Ability from ferving them, 
but the fear of the Penalties of Humane Laws, 
and of what Men may do unto him; and _ 
ore 


— 
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fore may gratifie and indulge himſelf 1n eve 

thing he deſires, wbich he can compaſs with ſe- 
curity from them: No Senſe of Duty in any Re- 
lation Oeconomical or Civil, can oblige him to the 
Offices of it, but whenever he's out of the view 
of the Law, he may break through them as his In- 
tereſt'or Inclinationsdire& : Tn ſhort, whatever he 
has a mind to, though never ſo unjuſt or bar- 
barous, if Power, Opportunity, and Privacy favour 


him, if he can order it that Men may not ſee nor 


queſtion him for it, he may without any fear or re- 
morſe doit; and the Man who is thus free to follow 
his own Inclinations,' will doubtleſs count himſelf a 
happy Man : But I'm ſure he's a very great Fool, if - 
he endeavours to perſwade others to be ſuch happy 
Men. for that is to teach them in their turns, when 
occaſion ſerves, to take the ſame Liberty with re- 
ſpe:t to him, and not to ſtick at any the greateſt 
Injury to him, that may promote their Advantage, | 
when they can do it without danger of Diſcovery , 
ſo that how fully ſoever he be perſuaded ofhis own 
Liberty, that thoſe inviſible Fetters, of a God, a Pro- 
vidence, and Future State, are but as Threads burnt 
with Fire, meer Pretences, and nothing elſe, yet tis 
his Intereſt that others ſhould think themſelves 
bound by them, and conſequently his Folly to la- 
bour to undeceive them. 

Let us a little conſider this Atheiſt in his ſeveral 
Capacities and Relations ; in his Houſe, inſtructing 
and ſeaſoning his Family with his excellent Principles; 
and we may ſuppoſe him diſcourling to them to this 
purpoſe, telling his Servants, That he expeQs only 
Eye-ſervice from them ; That there is no Tye up- 

s on 
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on them to work or be honeſt longer than he ſees or 
knows What they do; and that wheneyer they can 
without his Privity do it, they.may ſafely loyter a- 
way their time, abuſe his Goods, waſte his Pro- 
viſions, purloyn and cheat him of his Money. 
Telling his Wite, That ihe's a Fool to think there's 
any Obligation upon her from her Marriage- Vow 
to reſpect him, or be true to his Purſe or his Bed, 
but whenever ſhe can with Secreſie do it, ſhe is at 
Liberty to abuſe either at her Pleaſure. Telling his 
Children, That there's no Engagement upon them 
from a God, a Conſcience, a Heaven, or a Hell, 
(thoſe Bugbears that their Nurſes uſe to ſcare them 
with) to reverence or obey him ; That all the Nu- 
t they owe him is /grounded meerly upon what 

ey fear or hope for from him; and that. when- 
ever they are out of his Power, if they can ex- 
pet to get nothing by him, they may diſobey and 
deſpiſe him as - they pleaſe; or if there be an E- 
ſtate to deſcend to them after him ; if they think 
he lives too long, they may fately wiſh for his 
Death, and «if they can handſomely and privately 
do it, procureit too. Let us conſider him making 
Proſelytes of thoſe he trades or converſes with, and 
this is the effe& of his Diſcourſe to them, That they 
are not ſo wiſe as they ſhould be, if they do nor, 
whenever they can without diſcovery,over-reach him 
in bargaining, put ill Goods, and falſe Weights and 
Meaſures upon him, circumvent and cheat him in all 
their Dealings with him z That there is nothing he 
has. which he. values moſt, but if they have a mind 
to it, and can. by open. Violence, 'or by the more 
ſecret, but no Jeſs: effeftual Methods of Perjury or 
Forgery, Corraption and "is take. from a 

an 


26 A Sermon Preached 
and'carry the matter ſo that the Law ſhall not take 


Cognizance of it, they are at liberty to do it, and 
Fools if they think otherwiſe. Let us conſider him 


-in his Politick Capacity, as a Member of the Com- 


munity, and ſee how wife a Man he ts as to that re- 
lJarion, infpreading abroad his Principles ; by ſo do- 
ing he does what in him lies to make Governors: ty- 
rannize and oppreſs whenever they have Power : 
For if there be no Superior inviſible Being to reſtrain 
them, what ſhould hinder them from exerciſing that 
Power to what purpoſes they pleaſe ? There is not 
near ſo much danger of perſuading Princes torule ar- 
bitrarily, in telling them zhey are accountable to none 
but God, as in telling them 7here is no God for them 


. tobe accountable to. Thisis likewiſe to encourage Sub- 


jets upon avy diſcontent or diſſatisfaQtion, if they 
are ſtrong enough to rebell ; for if they can: over- 
power their Prince, they have nothing to fear here 
from him ; and if there be no God, there's no Dam- 
nation to be received hereafter : This is to -break 
and diſſolve all Bands, and Cement of Humane So- 
ciety ; that whichis in it ſelf a moft likely, 'and has, 
generally ſpeaking, been an effe&ual method for the 
diſcovering and confirmation of Truth, the ending of 
Strife,the obliging Men to the Duties of their reſpe- 
ive Offices,and creating among them a Confidence 
and Reliance upon”one another, is' utterly rendred_ 
uſeleſs by theſe principles : For tho' the Man that ' 
believes a Goda Being of infinite Knowledge, Truth, 
Juſtice, and Power, can, hardly be ſuppoſed. in a 
matter which the knows-to be falſe,or never intends 
to call fiich a one'to/atreft; the' Truth'of what he af. 
ſerts or promiſes,” and to puniſh him eternally if *he 
-  prevaricates 
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prevaricates in either : Yet 'tis ridiculous to think 
this method can be of force to any good purpoſe a- 


mong Men perſuaded that there is nv God ; or that 
they can look upon themſelvesobliged to ſpeak truly, 


or perform what they promiſe, by calling one to be a - * 


Witneſs of their Truth, and Revenger of their Falſe- 
hood, whom they took upon to be what St. Paw/ſays 
of an Idol, nothins inthe World, What a diſtracted, 
wid, uncomfortable,and dangerous place muſt a Na- 
tion be where ſach Principles ſhould generally pre- 
vail? Whar aconſtant Watch and Guard muft Men 
neceffarily be upon ? What continual Fears and 
Jealouſies, and diſtrufts of each other muſt they be 
perplex'd with ? What Security can a Man have 
for his Property, or Life, or any thing he enjoys ? 
I mean a Man of theſe Principles: for he thar -be- 
lieves a God, and lives accordingly, has a Security 
to truſt to, even among a Society of ſuch Devils ; 
for he knows that God that Rules and Commands 
the infernal Spirits, can govern and. reſtrain theſe ; 
and if he does his Duty, he canfafely truſt himſelf 
and all his Concerns in his Hands : But the Atheiſt 
who has no' God to hinder him, when he has oppor- 
tunity, from invading what is another's, has no Pro- 
vidence to ſecure him from the Repriſals which o- 
* thers like himſelfmay make upon him. 

If then what I have now offered be the genuine in- 
terpreration and neceſſary conſequences of theſeDil- 
courſes and Principles, as certainly they are, then he 
who makes it his buſineſs to propagate ſuch Diſcour- 
ſes whereeverhe comes, and inftil fuch Principles in- 
to others,does very ill conſult his Intereſt in this Life ; 
and he that believes _ is never another Life, 

| ». and 
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and as ſo contrary to his Intereſt in this, may very 
well paſs for a Fool. . 

I will only beg leave to maketwo orthree brief In- 
ferences from what has been diſcourſed, and ſo con- 
clude. And, | 

1. From what I have now ſaidof the ill influence 
of Atheiſtical Diſcourſes and Principles upon King- 


; doms and Societies of Men, we may infer the great 


Obligation that lies upon Princes, andall in Authori- 
ty,to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours for the ſuppreſſing 
of ſuch Diſcourſes, and the rooting out of ſuch Prin- 
ciples among thoſe under their Government - And if 


the Diſeaſe be become incurable in any who have 


long received theContagion,and in whomit is grown 
inveterate,at leaft toſet a Mark uponſuch,and reſtrain 
them from infeQing others, as we ſhut up perſons in- 
feed with the Plague, and clap a Croſs upon their 


Doors ; and this not only for the vindication of the . 


Honour of that God whoſe Vicegerents they are,and 
whom they repreſent, but alſo for the ſecurity of 
their own Juſt Authority,and of the Properties, Peace 
and Happineſs of thoſe committed to their Charge ; 
all which are ſtruck at by the. dire& and immediate 
tendency of theſe Principles. | 

He. thatteaches:/Men to be ſubject to the higher 
Powers, wot fer Conſcience ſake, but only for Wrath, tea- 


ches them to reſiſt and rebell whenever their ſtrength . 


and numbers can ſecure them from any dread of that 
Wrath; and he. that perſuades Men, That there. is 
no Obligation-to abſtain from what is their Neigh- 
bours, but what the [Law lays .upon. them, no re- 
ftraint, but want. of Ability or Opportunity, does 


throw down all the Fences, and lay open ever Man's 
Property, 
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Property, to the invaſion of as many as: hearken to 
his Suggeſtions, whenever they are out of the view 
and reach of the Law, and. have Power, and a fair.. 
Occaſion favours the Attempt. There's no Conſpi- 
| racy fo dangerous to Sovereign Princes as a Combi- 
nation of Atheiſts, to ſpread abroad their deſperate - 
Opinions, and make Proſelytes in their Kingdoms ; 
and they whom Neceſlity drives to rob Houſes, or up- 
on the High-way, are but puny Offenders againſt 
particular Men's Properties, and the Peace of the 
Community, in Compariſon of them, for they teach 
Men whenever they can ſecurely be ſo,tobe Traitors, 
Thieves -and Murderers upon Principle. 
2, If the CharaQer ofa Fool does fo juſtly belong 
to the Atheiſt, that whoever ſays a Man is an Atheiſt, 
ſays at the ſame time he is a Fool , this Conſidera- 
tion I ſhould think, if nothing elſe, ſhould be of 
force to keep all thoſe whom their Birth and Eſtate, 
Quality and Circumſtances as to this World, have 
raiſed above the common level from being Atheiſts, 
at leaſt from owning themſelves ſuch, and boaiting - 
of it: Theſe are generally more jealous of their Repu- 
tations, and ſenſible of any thing that touches their 
Honour than other Men ; and commonly they are 
not more tender in anything, nor do feel any re- 
fleQtions more quickly than thoſe that are made upon - 
their Underſtanding : To be called a Fool is an affront 
they cannot bear,. nor is it to be expiated with leſs - 
than the Blood of him that.gave it ; and can they be 
content to do that, And is it a thing to, be- gloried 
in, which will prove them the greateſt Fools, accor- 
ding to the infallible Oracle pronounced by him who 
cannot be deceived, and. with whom *tis to no. pay 
pole, . 
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Poſe, at leaſt to no good purpoſe to be angry ? Which} 
will alſo render them ſo in the Opinion of all wiſe 
Men, who are the only Men- capable of Judging ? Ml , 
AndthisAtheiſm effeQually does. How induſtrious and 
zealous then ſhould any that have unhappily labou- 
red under it be to clear themſelves from ſo foul an 
Imputation ? And with what . Scora and Indigna- 
tion ſhould all that value their Reputatians rejet 
the Propoſals and Perſons of ſuch perfidious Wretch- 
es, who by euln | veg Principles into them, 
are robbing them of their Honour, and treacheroufly 
betraying them into the greateſt Scorn and Contempt? 
He does not injure a Man's Reputation half ſo much 
that calls him Fool, as he-that perſnades him to be 
one. 
3. Laſtly, Tf it be Folly for thoſe who are not con- 
vinc'd of the Being of a God, and Providence, and 
Future Judgment, not to believe thoſe things praQi- 
cally, How great muſt their Folly be who being con- 
vinc'd thereof, yet live as if they were not ? It ſpe-Y[as 
culative Atheiſm be Folly pratt:cal, Atheiſm is Phren- 
zy and Mzdneſs: Let us not then be wiſe only in be-ti 
hef, and Foolsin practice, let us not contradict, bu 
ſhew our Faith by our Works, 

We profels to believe that there is a God, and we 
do well ; let us not give the Lye. to our Profeſſior 
by disbelieving what he has reveal'd, by ridiculing 
his Word, abuſing his Name, profaning, his Day 
deſpifing his Worſhip, and diſobeying his Laws; bu 
let vs evidence the truth of our Faith by paying a 
religious Reverence to every thing on which 
his Name is call'd, by making it the buſineſs of our 
Lives to promote his Honour, and by "> 
what 


as. ? 
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Þ what wecan that his Will may be done by us and. by 
LY all Men. : | 

] We profels to believe a Providence that ſees what- 
'Bever is done throughout the whole ' Earth, even in 
El the moſt dark and private Receſſes, without the ap- 
- pointment or permiſſioa whereof nothing falls our, 
Sand which takes care of all things here below, let- us 
-Mnot deny it by encouraging our ſelves in Wicked- 
Wneſs, and crying none ſhall ſee us ; by being guilty 
- of Deeds of Darkneſs, and ſaying Per adventure the 
Darkneſs ſhall cover us ; by miſimputing the Good or 
Evil that happens to us to wrong Cauſes , by forget- 
ting, or repining at the Hand from whence they 
come, by deſponding anxieties for the future, as if 
there were none that took care of us, by. uſing indi- 
rect Methods to gain or keep ſufficiency our felves : 
*KBur er it appear that we are in earneſt perſuaded of 
\A Providence, by always aQting as in the view there- 
Kof; by doing every thing as in his Preſence, with 
Bwhon: the Darkneſs is no Darkneſs, and the Night as clear 
Bas Noon-day; by looking whenever the Rod isupon us 
-Eup to himas the wiſe Manager ofit, humbly ſubmit- 
Fting to and kiffing it ; by thankfully acknowledging 

Shim as the Author,, whatever is the Inſtrument of all 
the good weenjoy, by doing our Duty , and then 

faithfully in every Condition depending, and caſting 

all our Care upon him who careth for us. 

We profeſs to believe that we have ſome nobler 
Principle than Matter in us, even ſpiritual Subſtan- 
ces, which cannot diez Let us not contradict this 
belief, by making our Bodies the chieFObjes of 
our care, and ſpending our time and labour in look- 
Jing after- carnal and ſenſual Delights, which no 

; more - 


SDS” wx pF = WW 


before the Queex. 31 


IS USE a a! OS > -af oy 5 cy < t% #" Tat 2 £46 -G £1 he A LATIN" 2 OE +. de x tee ( 
: TEA os ha , , 5 dx. VIS $7, a We © FEI p FN +; «RR SY 
X < - © F:Y” A FONT at 6 7,54 4 , NN; >» LA 4» 25 4 
« + Ia . 
y 


2% | A Sermon Preached, Ge. 
ore belong: $0. imypateriab Souls , * tham Sound 
do to the k-ye,'' or Colours tothe Ear ; butiÞt 
juſtific it, by: railing our ſelves aboye the lirtle/faty 
fations of Scn[e, to a Contemptof all thoſe Pleafurg 

which Brutes may ſhare with, and exceltus in; an 
by reſolving to bofe the whole Forls abner #han-wi 

ave our own Sonls, ©. += Il 

| Weprofeſs to believe that God bus appaintea's Dy 


wherein he will judge the Horld in "Righte (neſs 7 fo 
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Man whom he hath ordained who [Þull. come mm; the Clan 
of Fleaven in the Glory of his Father, with-his. Angel, 
to take an account of,.and render to'every one accordin 
to his Works ;" to thoſe 'who "by patient "continuance 4 
well doing ſcek for Glory and Honour," and [mmortu 7 
Brernal Life; but'to thoſe wha obey not the Goſpel, Fre 
n4l Tribulation, and Anpvifh, and Pain. Let us ny 
betray the Hypocrifie of our Protel 6,by negleCtin 
to-provide againſt thecotming of our Juuge, by, aC 
ing as though we never expedtetto be call'd to a 
' account ; by ſaying with the evil Servant Our Zo: 
delays his Coming, and by ſmiting our Fellow-Servant 
and eating, and drinking with the drunke 
ping wikb the fooliſh Virgins, cid funblhg while 
Brideeroom tarries ; but let usprove the Truth of ityb 
being upon conſtin; Watch, by behaving our ſel 
| like Men that wait for their 4ora, 'being'con inual 
always ſtated,” and our Lamps burning, that'*at wha 
"Watch ſoever he cones he i may find-us" ready, an 
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